
6  –  Conclusion

This examination of the Rutland entries in the Return of Owners of Land 1873 shows that they can tell us much about the composition of the county at this date: but it also reveals something of its limitations in informing us about Rutland as a social entity. Even allowing for its acknowledged defects, such as the use of data which were not up to date and the difficulties of being sure that owners and properties had been correctly identified, we find that there are many other small inconsistencies – not perhaps individually significant in the overall picture but certainly so when seen at local, parish level.

Inevitably, perhaps, one tends to focus on the major landowners and their extensive estates. Maybe this is no bad thing, since it emphasises that this element of county society was in every sense the hub about which so much in local country life – social, administrative, economic – revolved. For instance, a glance at an edition of Walford’s comprehensive County Families of the United Kingdom which comes after the Return but precedes Bateman’s reply to it (Walford 1880) shows that all but a handful of his three dozen Rutland entries figure in the Return. To conclude by taking but one further example, the preamble to Harrod’s 1870 Directory names the public officers of the county: The Lord Lieutenant and Custos Rotulorum, the Earl of Gainsborough (187); the county’s twenty-three Justices of the Peace, nineteen of whom are in the Return, including four Deputy Lieutenants and four clergymen (three of the other four JPs lived outside the county); the High Sheriff, G D Rowley (437), and the Under-Sheriff and Coroner, William Sheild (460); and the other Coroner, William Keal (285). Even the High Bailiff to the County Court, W H Hough (260), and the County Surveyor, James Richardson of Stamford (424), appear in the Return, though the County Treasurer and Clerk of the Peace, Benjamin Adam, does not. 

Nonetheless, when used in conjunction with other contemporary sources – local directories, the 1871 Census, for example – the Return does provide invaluable complementary information about at least the land-owning element of the county’s population, as the study of Lyddington may serve to show. It also gives some indication of the county’s dependence, as a non-industrialised county, on farming and – used in conjunction with these other sources – offers some hints as to the range of professions and trades that its inhabitants followed in the late nineteenth century.  In so doing, though, it does seem to raise as many questions as it answers: some of these questions are historically important, like the Chipping Campden mystery or the matter of divergent rental values, and some day they may be resolved. If this study succeeds in drawing attention to this valuable historical resource, in beginning to paint a picture of Rutland’s social structure in the late nineteenth century, and in prompting others to investigate people or places in the county further, then it will have served at least some useful purpose.

Bibliography

Barber, John, The Story of Oakham School (Sycamore Press, 1983).
Barker, S, & Co, General Topographical and Historical Directory for the counties of Leicester, Rutland, &c (Leicester 1875).

Bateman, J, The Great Landowners of Great Britain and Ireland (4th ed 1883, on-line at http://openlibrary.org).

Berners, Gerald, First Childhood (1934).
Brabner, J H F, (ed), The Comprehensive Gazetteer of England & Wales (London 1894-95).

Clough, T, Rutland and Chipping Campden: an unexplained connection, Campden & District Hist & Archaeol Soc Notes & Queries VI.1 (2008), 9-12.

Cooper, J, The extraction and marketing of Ketton freestone in the nineteenth century, Rutland Record 24 (2004), 151-69.
Cox, B, The Place-names of Rutland (English Place-Name Society, vols 67-69, 1994).

Harrod, J G, & Co, Postal & Commercial Directory of Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Rutland & Staffordshire (1870).
Harrod & Co, Directory of Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Huntingdonshire & Northamptonshire (1876).
Harrod & Co, Directory of Norfolk & Lowestoft (1877).
Kelly & Co, The Post Office Directory of Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire & Rutlandshire (London 1864, 1881).

Lewis, S, (ed), A Topographical Dictionary of England (1848) (available at www.british-history.ac.uk).
Longden, H I, (ed), Northamptonshire and Rutland Clergy from 1500 (1938-42, 1952).

Matthews, Bryan, By God’s Grace; a history of Uppingham School (Whitehall Press, 1984).
Miscellaneous Papers, viz Charitable Donations, Parish Returns and the Poor Clergy, Session 8 November - 12 July 1814-1815 (Google books).
Mitchell, A, Rutland Elections in the early Eighteenth Century, Rutland Record 15 (1995), 206-12.

O’Brien, K H F, & Johnson, Ann, Emma Sarah Love, Theatre Notebook LIV.3 (2000), 146-61.
Ovens, Robert, & Sleath, Sheila, Time in Rutland: a history and gazetteer of the bells, scratch dials, sundials and clocks of Rutland, RLHRS Rutland Record series 4 (2002).
Palmer, B, Thomas Hotchkin of Tixover (1774-1843), Rutland Record 28 (2008), 304-15.
Parkin, D, The history of Byrch’s charity, Barrow, Rutland Record 17 (1997), 287-96.

Parkin, D, The History of the Hospital of St John the Evangelist & St Anne in Okeham, RLHRS Occas Pub 6, 2000).

Reeve, P, The Venerable Thomas Kaye Bonney (1782-1863), Rutland Record 29 (2009), 339-52.
Return of Owners of Land 1873 (HMSO 1875).

Richardson, N, Uppingham’s 1875-77 typhoid outbreak: a re-assessment of the social context, Rutland Record 26 (2006), 195-213.

Ryder, I E, Common Right & Private Interest: Rutland’s common fields and their enclosure (RLHRS Occas Pub 8, 2006).
Soer, J, Royal Mail in Leicestershire & Rutland, Midland (GB) Postal Hist Soc 4 (1997).
Thompson, F M L, English Landed Society in the Nineteenth Century (London 1963).

Thomson, A, Roles and Relationships in Victorian Glaston (unpublished MA thesis, University of Leicester, 2001).

Uppingham School Roll 1824 to 1905 (Edward Stanford, London, 1906).

Victoria County History, Rutland, I (1908), II (1935).

Wales, J, Railways in Rutland, Rutland Record 27 (2007), 236-42.

Walford, Edward, County Families of the United Kingdom (1880 edition).

White, W, History, Gazetteer, and Directory, of the Counties of Leicester & Rutland (Sheffield 1863, 1877).
White, W, History, Gazetteer & Directory of Lincolnshire (Sheffield 1872).
Who was Who in Rutland: Rutland Record 8
www.british-history.ac.uk.

www.historicaldirectories.org.

www.uk-genealogy.org.uk.

www.who-owns-britain.com.
36
37

